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countering provisions of the Jordanian environmental |
determine the extent of their cmmlﬂlcncyf with these
addition to the great benefit that will contribute to the p
protection of the environment us a result of these studie
serve the afore-mentioned electronic bank,

6. The rescarch team has concluded that the Jordanian state jg s
concerned and has the will, at all levels, to preserve and pr
environment, This has caused the successive governments to
intemational and regional charters, Nonetheless, there are
unratified charters which we have referred to at variou
study. Thus we call upon the Ministry of the Environ
these covenants and push towards accessing them,

7. The research team has noticed that since the nineties
century, the march of the enactment of the legislative
accelerated rapidly, Some of these legislations were
and fulfilling to some extent, of the international ob
out by the study. On the other hand, some of these
inconsistent with international charters which were si

8. The research team has noticed that the

legislations — ang the environmental polic
imposition of com ing environmenta]
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of the study: The Right 1o a Healthy Environment In the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and The

a ry .
.*'bil~ extent of the Co ﬂ!!ﬂqg!..!'j{lhlt.”l’idednm with the Internstional € harters

pranching of the J‘,‘ﬂluniun environmental legislation to the point that
the legislator has singled out a separate legislation for each part of the
environment = related parts. This renders the task of applying and
enforcing these legislations very difficult, It also leads in many times to
repetition to.thle point of contradictions among these legislations. Many
rimes a law is issued to address a certain subject, then, by virtue of this
law, & group of regulations are issued, and by virtue of each regulation
several directives are issued. Each directive is then attached with
several annexes, let alone the issuance of several legislative decisions
pased on these legislations. Despite our awareness of the variety and
branching of the environmental problems, yet many legislations can be
merged in one legislation according to the manner that we have refered
to in various parts of this study. The legislation documents can be
prepared at one time and be issued as one legislation at the same date
for ease of reference. We have found that some of the directives that
were to be issued took long periods of time before they were issued.

The research team has noted that the Jordanian Constitution is devoid
of referring to the right of living in a clean and healthy environment,
though many constitutions stated clearly the right to this right. In
causing the Jordanian constitution to include this truism, we seek two
objectives. The first lies in urging the Jordanian governments to seek
continuously the realization and the enhancement of this right which
will serve the process of the protection and the preservation of the
environment. We also aim to guarantee that no legal stipulation be
issued that violates the constitutional stipulation. This will also serve
the process of protecting and preserving the environment.

The research team has noticed that the texts of the law of the protection
of the environment are devoid from referring to the definition of the
environmental inspector, despite the importance of stipulating this
definition. The enforcement of the provisions of this law depends
basically on the environmental inspector and the tasks he undertakes.
The team calls for the addition of the definition to the second article of
the law, in the following manner: “the environmental inspector is every
official who is granted the designation of judicial police according to

the provisions of this law”. o
The research team has noted the small number of the specialized
ery subject of the

national environmental studies that address ev ct of
subjects of the environment separately. The team expresses its wish to

the Ministry of the Environment to support and encourage the
h team is tasked with studying

Specialized studies, so that a researc !
every charter of the environment — related charters to ascertain the
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At the conclusion of this study, the res

recommendations as follows:
|. The team faced tremendous difficulty in reckoning the ;
€ 1n .

regional and bilateral charters that deal, di .o
environment. The researchers encounteredﬁznzz indirectly, MéhoriL
?f:sl;]me‘, tT:itI:I and direct information regarding th?Oblefr{ in L:
iy :;mte : gdoer;lal of Jordan regarding these conventigoslnon of e
eist e;:;:ee(:h several non-Jordanian electronic sites ﬂ‘:s despite g
e v;:: conventions. Thus we wish that the JOrdazz Saught 1,
envimnmem-relzgdem o -%‘tathh an electronic banflictl T
Arabic and English) WI:lVennons that contains the texts of Wi
" ot" :111 'the p051t19n of the Kingdom regar d}hese (i
of the ratification. Thisgt:ﬁf and ratification, as well as the mgtglat:iz
orthe legal texts in which th must ‘al.so include the national legjslations
o . ¢ provisions of gislations
0. We strongly believe that acti ! each charter were translated
time and effort for all th acting on this recommendation will sav
ol 5% Bombemed il - ill save
o et in the areas of the cnyi the environment The
e d:;;na] infrastructure to weighvgonmept. will have the necessary
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police Thof the envil'Omnentall le f Wll! also facilitate the task of ¢
o) he e spis o theenfoers f hse e and jodice
intemagon . ill facilitate f cers of these legislations since %
conHonal chaters ang ¢ or them the application of -
e them, e exclusion of the national texts

€ research team
. has also ObSeI'Ved the multlp]lClty, ramifaCﬁ

carch team has arrived gt , Nump,
o

on and
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. artery
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b AN i n a final manner, as determined i
:;1': able tht t}:“? g:l_lm"‘f:ﬁf ‘(‘deP‘S for this purpose. The 2003 5:22:32‘: :;nf
mnnﬂﬁi ra_md al’i_ 1“5(31 ¢ dangerous waste stated that the dangerous waste
! S?!,d or liquid or gaseous wastes which due to their toxicity
mabilitys explosgvencss, erosion cause or may cause ncga!ivé
o gences on public health or the elements of the environment, either in
ir separate form or when they come into contact with other waste. It also
mtic control of the process of collection and separatic;n at the

elf
zheﬂned the sySI€ .
e, storage translport, recycling, recovery, and final disposal of the

50
hazardous Waste.

o research team.is of the opinion that the Jordanian environmental
|egislations are consistent {0 a large extent with the goals and the provisions
of the (Basle) Con\{ent.lon regarding the definitions and legal concepts
iherein. AS for the objectives and the provisions of that Convention, the team
concluded that the Jordanian environmental legislations are consistent t0 a

farge extent with the provisions and goals of the Basle Convention, though

e wish that the package of the environmental legislations in this respect was

issued simultaneously in one legislation that is easy to refer to. The issuance
of one Jegislation does not preclude the attachment of annexes or tables to it.
Yet they are issued as one legislation by the authority (the Council of the
Ministers, for example) and published in the same issue of the Official

Gazette.
As for the Stockholm Convention regarding the solid organic pollutants, the
research team has concluded that the stipulations of the law of the protection
of the environment, and the regulation of the management, transport and

handling of the harmful and hazardous materials no. (24) for the year (2005),
and the directives of the management and handling of the dangerous waste
definition or a determination of what is

for the year 2003... did not contain a
meant by organic pollutants. Thus there is a need to review these legislations,

and the inclusion of a legal concept for the organic pollutants.

As for the goals and the provisions, the team is of the view that, with the
?xception of the stipulations of the law of the protection of the environment
in force, and its attached legislations t0 it regarding the combating of
pollution in general, these were devoid of measures Of regulations t0 combat
the solid organic pollutants. The same applies 0 the provisions of the
regulation relating to the management, transport and handling of the harmful
and dangerous materials no. (24) for the year 2005, and the 2003 directives
tegarding the management and circulation of the hazardous waste. Thus,
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has ranhc.ﬁ lm‘ at the Jordanian env_léonmental le&slatiozs saf%%
team conclu ¢ of this Protocol. We did not even find any 1. didaﬂ‘r_
translate me‘co_ntcﬂ. 2l and restorative safety. Thus the " "8131‘.mr by
the area of biologic2 to address this omission so g Te Vi

viewing the legislations 0
119

- onts of this Protocol, regarding the legal Concepy, Saiisfy I&’-‘
requireme
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provisions. o ; : ‘
or international charters i ¢

The team addressed the &315 and waste. These are: the g];l; areg of
handling of hazardous materid e wiith al Cony, T

" rtation o BETOUS Waste across tnt
of controlling the transpo ed in the city of (Basle) on 27 Order (R %
Convention) that was adopted 10 ic pollutants th '3'1989, andﬂsle
Stockholm convention on the solid organic pollu at was adopteg th,
city of Stockholm on 22.5.2001, and the London Conventio gy, see
mfmnce the active monitoring of the. sources that pollute the » to
environment, and the taking of all practical steps to prevent the POllutim:me
the sea resulting from dumping wastes that could endager humap heal, Tl?f
Convention was adopted in the city of London in the year 1975, Fina]yy, the
Bamako Convention on the importation of hazardous waste to Afric, and the
monitoring of their movement across the Afrlcap borders. The research ¢
concluded that the Jordanian environmental legislations did N0t refer tg 4,
of the definitions stipulated in the universal convention regarding the CDntro?
of transporting hazardous waste across the borders (Basle Convention), py
regulation no (24) for the year 2005 was issued regarding the Managemep,
transport and circulation of the harmful and dangerous materials. Its secong
article included a number of definitions like the definition of the term
(harmful materials) as being "any simple, composite, mixed or wage
material-whether natural or manufactured- that constitutes a danger to the
environment or any of its elements or on the safety of the living creatures that
are listed in the table which the Minister adopts for this purpose. The banned
materials are the simple or composite materials that are banned by virtue of
the legislations in force or by the international and regional agreements (0
which the kingdom is a party, due to their negative consequences on the
public h‘mlth or the elements of the environment that are specified in the
tt;l;le which the Minister of the Environmmllt adopts for this purpose- :is df‘;;

restricted materials, these are the materials whose usage is restrict

o health or environmental reasons by virtue of a permit issued by%
competent authority. The regulation defined the term (hazardous and ha™ i
washe? as being any material that cannot be disposed of in the public i i

Ping places or sewage Detworks due to its dangerous aspects and harm

.TheR
" of the study:
Sgmmal ,glttll of the Compa
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|hmllt'llt'd with CX‘:IIK;:'IU'I; ""f’“uh import and export licenses as is stipulated
' the obligations l( .;c convention of international trading which i3
in e " oncerned with monitoring the regular handling (export and

oimANY o ternational trading watabli
:::‘ g::l ﬂu'z:, ;;];;ccnsillg. g, and the establishment of a mutual system of
1

¢ convention on bio.incrsity. the rescarch team has concluded that
o of the afore-mentioned regulation no.(29) for the year (2005)
natural reserves and n'ationa] parks has stipulated a number of
Jefinitions for a number of terminologies, like (natural reserve) (national
park) (protected land) (special protection arca) (competent authority). These
Jefinitions aCCO_fd Wlﬂ{ the Stlpulqtlons of the bio-diversity convention,
‘hough they are insufficient. The legislator should have stipulated legislative
(exts that contain determining legal concepts for all the definitions stipulated
. the convention. As for the objectives and the provisions of the convention
arch team is of the opinion that regulation no.(29) for the year (2005)’
to the natural reserves and national parks has, determined the
[easures for the establishment and management of the natural reserves and
qational parks regarding the manner, conditions, bases, managing and
qonitoring of the establishment of reserves and parks, as well as the
qmendment of their borders (article 3). The regulation stipulated the laying
down of 2 detailed plan for the natural reserve or the national park that
includes a detailed description of the location of the reserve or park, its
components, the aims of running the site, and the regularization of the areas

it, the surrounding area like grazing and environmental

that fall within
tourism and the bases of the participation of the local community.

relaling to

the r€se
relating

The regulation permitted the Minister of the Environment to consider any site
plants or animals or of aesthetic

2 habitat for rare living creatures whether

value (article 8), the regulation forbade conducting any activities within the

limits of the natural reserve or the national park- including the exploitation of
— except after the approval of the

the natural resources in any of them
competent authority that manages the natural reserve or the national park.
Thus, the research team finds that the Jordanian environmental legislations,

specifically the regulation relating to the natural reserves and the national
parks, is consistent to a large extent with the biodiversity conventions

regarding the objectives and the provisions.

As for the internationally important convent
 water-birds habitat _ (Ramsar), the researc
environmental legislations are completely devoid
concepts, aims and provisions of this conven

ion on wetlands- specially being
h team found that the Jordanian

of any reference to the
tion. Accordingly, these
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requirements of the provisions of the U.m_tcd Nfa}tl}:)ns agreement to Comby
desertification. As for the goals and provisions o the agrecment, the Tesear
team concluded that the Jordanian c:nwronme‘ntal legls]?n}(:ns are COnSisten,
to a large extent with the provisions and requirements }:’ t ermted Nation,
agreement to combat desertification in the countries t ?.t su fer frm-n sey
aridity or desertification. Nonetheless, the_sg 1381513‘[10113_ still
development to be fully-legislatively and pun}tlvely- comp.atlbl.e With the
agreement ... since it did not stipulate any punishment for violating the q;
protection regulation which assures harmony with the provisions of tp,
agreement.

The main intemational charters dealing with bio-diversity were g,
addressed. These are the convention on international trading in the wildlife
animals and plants that are threatened with extinction gcites) that was adopted
in Washington on 3.3.1973, and the biological diversity convention that was
adopted in the city of Rio De Janiro on 5.6.1992, and the convention relating
to wet lands (which is of an international significance) in its capacity as the
habitat of water birds (Ramsar) that was adopted in the city of Ramsar on

2.21971, and the Carthage Protocol for restorative safety that was adopted on
29.1.2000.

The research team concluded that the Jordanian environmental legislation-
despite the issuance of the regulation no. 29 for the year 2005 to protect the
natural reserves and national parks, and the regulation no.25 for the year
2005 to protect the soil, both of which came out from the law of the
protection of the environment in force — yet these two regulations did not
refer to any domestic legal concepts that constitute counterparts to the
definitions stipulated in the convention of international trading in the wild
animals and plants that are threatened with extinction. This is so despite their
references to many goals and provisions of the said convention. Accordingly,
legislative intervention is needed to stipulate national 1egal concepts that
cover the definitions in'the convention, Though both regulations contained &

number of provisions that were Compatible to a great degree with the

provisions and commitments of the convention, yet this was not all-inclusive

arrangement, Th'e listing of the national types of the animals and plants that
are threatened with extinction-the subject of protection and incrimination-was

The Jordanian environmental legislati i al
S : gislations should pay attention to the leg
regularization of the monitoring of trading in al] aﬁir):]a]s and plants that are
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. harmony of l!w Juplnniun environmental |e
v of the protection of !hc environment and the
W vith the concluded international charter in
and the extent of the upholdin

','nccpts relating to the environment

gislations - specifically the
legislations emanating from
the area of the environment
' BIOf tt}lllcse legislations of the modern
e n . - In other words, tc
:;. the §uﬂlc1cncx of these legislations in meeting th::’rzj:ji}:hc::e:l}zf :;lm:
. nt,..mat{onal environmental covenants that ook place upon the mere
atification of Jordan of these covenants. The team saught, for the purposes of
oquencing to le}de the data according to the areas of environmental
challenges: Accordingly, the main internationa] covenants in the area of
Jimate Chi.mge and the protection of the ozone layer were addressed. These
gre the Vienna convention to protect the ozone layer ( 22.3.1985), the
ontreal convention on the climate change (9.5.1997). The Kyoto pro;ocol
(10.12.1997). '{hes§ conventhns were compared with their counterparts in
he national legislations regarding definitions, concepts, aims and provisions.

The research team concluded that although the Hashemite kingdom of Jordan
has ratified the international charters in the area of climate change and the

tection of the ozone layer, the Jordanian legislation is devoid-with the
exception of the stipulations in the specific directives regarding the control of
the use of the ozone layer-depleting materials for the year 2003, and the air

tection regulation no.28 for the year 2005-of the placement of measures or
national legislative regulations to implement the requirements (purposes and
provisions) of these covenants that seek to protect the aerial environment, in
general, and the climate change and the depletion of the ozone layer, in

particular.

This requires reviewing and re-considering the environmental legislations,
including the law of the protection of the environment and its regulations and
directives in the light of the obligations of the Jordanian kingdom towards
these covenants that resulted from the accession of the kingdom to them. The
question of the principal international charters relating to desertification were
addressed, since Jordan suffers from this problem to a large extent. The focus
here was on the United Nnations agreement to combat desertification in the
countries that suffer from aridity or desertification, that was adopted in Paris
on 17.6.1994.1t became clear to the research team that the Jordanian
legislator has stipulated a specific regulation to protect the soil and combat
desertification. Article (2) of this regulation included a number of legal
definitions, buf these did not contain except one concept in the agreement ...
fhe concept of desertification. It did not refer to any other concept stipulated
In the agreement, Yet it addressed the concepts of soil, fertilizers and treated
sludge only, This stands in the way of assuring the implementation of the
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S f the study: The Right to a Healthy Environment In the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and T),
Syummary of the :

Ith the International Chartery
extent of the Compatibility of the Natlonal Legislatlons w -

legislations into two kinds. The legislations that pr(.)vide indirecF protection
fo%1 the environment, and those that provide .dlrect protcct_lon to u.,e
environment, with focus on the law of the protecti'op of the enwronmtem in
force, and its: subsidiary legislations. The new provisions brought by thig |5y,
were also addressed.

The research team tried to deal in this chapter with thf*. national il?itiatives
that were mounted to protect and preserve the environment, since- the
enactment and development of the environmental legislations constitute a
basic pillar of these initiatives, Accordingly, the governmental and the nop.
governmental initiatives in this respect were addressed. The research team
tried in the third chapter of this study to conduct a real assessmeqt of the
Jordanian environmental legislations and the extent of the sufficiency of
these legislations to face the national environmental challepges., and the
identification of the aspects of their insufficiency. The legislations were
basically enacted to face these challenges. Should these be incapable of
facing them, then they need to be amended and developed. The research team
highlighted the points of weakness in each legislation separately, with direct
focusing on the law of the protection of the environment in force,

One of the most prominent shortcomings that the team have noticed in the
law of the protection of the environment in force was the omission of this aw
of the regularization of the ciyi] responsibility that results from

e. It left this to the general rules despite the particularity
of this responsibility and the importance of its regularization. The research
team has demonstrated the existence of difficulties in applying the general
rules in the ¢ivil accountability to redress the environmental damage.

The team cited a number of the judicial applications that validate the thesis of

the team.

The team called for the adaptation of the
responsibility, or the establishm
environmental civi responsibility,

general rules in the omissive
ent of an independent regime for the
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mm‘lpl? ot u.uml '.w,'m“'ﬂurllm-n and coope
Js on four disciplining standards, Thes iperation, which, in turn
The necessity of assessi ' ¢arc:-
! ” )’ ssessing the environmental im I
from economic activities. This evaluation d pacts resuiting
.« T s on determ '
sKS ines the )
the 1 1( s ‘h‘.: possibility of the occurance of losse ‘%mf?' !
» LT . . . \.-‘ ]c ry
starting ¢conomic projects which allows takins re
measure to face these and mitigate their impact g appropnate
bligati ‘ §.
'I;:]\?ir:nrltigﬁ?a(:n dm notify the states that maybe exposed 0
¢ ain state amlillgc as a result of economic projects in 4
ce , as well as the notification in cases of disasters like

an industrial or nuclear catastrophe.
The obligation to exchange information and data regarding

environmental degredation.
/  The principle that the polluters are themselves responsible for the
removal of the pollution and its consequences and the bearing of

its costs.
s/ The prn
development with
relationship. It 1s t
present generation
generations t0 satis

anchored in the logic
wealth, improvement of services, entrenc

of freedoms and rights ... without harming t
environmental resources.
In the second chapter of this study, the research tea
and classification of the various Jordanian legislations th

area of protecting the right to a sound environment ...

Jordanian Constitution and the laws and regulations and e
directives and decisions in this respect. This included also pointing out, as far

as possible, the legislations in force, and those that were abolished or
amended, with the justifications of the abolis

The |

»

ciple of sustfiinable development that connects
the environment in a correlated and indivisible
he.development that fulfills the needs of the
without harming the ability of the coming
fy their own needs. It is a development that is

of solidarity, the equitable distribution of
hment of the atmosphere
he natural and the

m worked on identi fying
at fall within the

starting with the
nding with the

hment or the amendment.

these collective and revised
are concerned with the
ake it easier for them to
to the following
ar with these

The aim of the research team Was to present
akeholders who

Iegis,]aﬁfms to the reader and the st
application and enforcement of these Jegislations to T
as a prelude

?lscharge their tasks. This step Was necess ! 0
w‘? chapters which cannot be discusscd without being famili
legislations.

This caused the research team t

o divide the Jordanian environmental
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at rates that differed from one state to the other.

In 2002 the Johannesburg summit for sustainable developmeny
convened. It recognized the relationship that exists between the €Nviron Way
and human rights, and stressed the principle of international Cooperatig !
the availing of health care in order to reduce the rates of aerial pollm'rl
also called for the complimentarity of the efforts aiming at protecgy "
living creatures and plants form extinction, and the directing of the tech%n-the
and_ﬁnancial aid to the developing states in order to protect biodivers; -
tracing the manner of the crystallization of the right of the human being g .th[n
international level to live in a sound environment, the research t "
concluded that there is a general inclination to recognize the right g?m
healthy environment as a human right, though not expressly stated I;
addition, the developing states tend to connect the right to development ‘;Vith
the right to environment, due to their keenness not to be restricteq in
exploiting their natural resources and the selections of their development
policies. These states still view the environmental programmes as fallige
within the attéempts of the advanced states to hinder their economic growﬂ;
This is particularly so, since the advanced states use the environments]
obligations to impose protectionist policies towards the products of the
developing states, in the so-called (precautionary principle). On the other
side, the advanced states are keen on the legal principles relating to the
environmental issues, and still avoid responding to the developing $tates of
transferring technology and funding to them in order to treat the
disequilibrium and distortion of their model of economic development. This
is due to the fact that treating environmental problems requires financial
resources that cannot be availed except through economic growth, and
economic growth falters if the environment and their natural resources are

harmed.

The team has also concluded that the right to a sound environment falls
within the international human rights law within what is known as the (right-
under-formation). This right has been recognized through declarations and
final communiqués of international and regional conferences. It is also still
- attached to the other protected rights in the other international and regional
conventions of human rights ... though it was mentioned in the texts of som®
of these. The research team tried to determine and extract the internatlf’f}a
standards for the protection of the right to a healthy environment. These ar¢-
%  The principle of the sovereignty of the state over its natural resources,
which is stipulated generally in the international treaties. ihe
%  The principle of the non-use of the lands that are subject 10
sovereignty of the state to cause damage to the other states.
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W y e Natlonal Legislations with the Internationsl Charters
pusiveness in using the right.

-

ty first century agenda represents a programme of action fe
%Table gevelopment. It includes (115) topics and represents a foun)datir;r:
;r ” stional ooopcratmn_ within ?hc. framework of the United Nations.
Foiﬂ Jly, there was a dgglaraggn of principles regarding forests, It comprised
i ciples that 2 ress the protection of the forests and the wildlife
in and the necessity of transferring modern technology to the
.- states, and the allocation of the financial resources to preserve the

evelopmg ;
: In 1990, the sub-committee on the prevention of discrimination and

fofests' 3 h : i ‘

3 protection of the minorities (the sub-committee to enhance and protect

an rights) task_ed Mrs: Zahrah Quosantini with the job of conducting 2

dudy of the environmental h}lman rights in her capacity as a special

apporteur In 1994, she spbnutted her final report to the sub-committee,
which pointed to the following conclusions:

p The legal developments at the international, regional and domestic
levels following the adoption of the 1972 Stockholm Declaration, has
led to the acknowledgement of the right of a healthy environment as
peing a human right ... and enhanced the correlation between human

rights and the protection of the environment.

B. Environmental deterioration impacts negatively on the enjoyment of
the matrix of human rights, including the right to life, health and decent
standard of living. The violations of human rights may lead, in turn, to
cause serious damage to the environment.

c. The report proposed a draft declaration of principles regarding human
right and the environment. It determined the responsibilities of the
individuals, states, international organizations and transnational
corporations in the area of the protection of the environment.

D. The report urged the nternational and national human rights entities to

integrate the environmental apprehensions in their activities, through

clarification of the environmental dimension of the human rights ...

especially the appointment of a special rapporteur for human rights and

the environment with a mandate {0 receive notifications regarding the
£ human rights.

environmental issues that affect the enjoyment 0

The research team did not overlook the decade of the nineties of the past
sentury which witnessed the conclusion f the 1992 Climate Change

C‘}nvention due to the global warming phenomenon. The convention
stipulated a basic objective in fixing the averages of the greenhouse effect

;mission at a certain level in the atmosphere in a mancr that does not endager
;man life, The 1997 Kyoto Protocol aimed 0 commit the industrial states
(38 state) to reduce the emissions of the greenhouse gases during 2008-2012
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which saught to achieve several ends. The most prominent of which wag
establishment of a network of stations to measure the air pollution and recg;g
changes that affect the environment, and take measures to com.:lude a treaty
to prevent polluting the seas with oil and hazardous matenz.ils, and the
preparation of a list of the rivers that are threatened by pollution, and the
drawing of action plans to monitor the exploitation of the resources of natyrz|
wealth. The universal charter of nature expressly referred in the year 1982 ¢,
the right to access information and the right of participation in making the
environmental decision. It also tied between the protection of the
environment and the preservation of world peace, and urged the governments
and the international governmental and non-governmental organizations to
cooperate in the environment — protection activities, whether inside or
outside the national jurisdiction of the state.

In the year 1983, the General Assembly of the United Nations established the
global committee that is concerned with the environment and development as
an independent entity, and appointed the prime minister of Norway, Gry
Harlem Brondland, as its president. It issued a report in the year 1987 under
the title " our common future" which came to be known as the "Brondland
Report". It disseminated the new term "sustainable development" in which
the activities of economic development came to be viewed within the context
of their environmental impacts. The report called also for convening a second

United Nations conference to address the questions of the environment and
development together.

In the light of this report, the United Nations conference for the environment
and development was held during the period 3-16 June 1992 in the Brazilian
city of Rio de janiro. The basic goal was to declare the "earth charter" which
included general environmental commitments upon all members of the
international community, in order to crystallize the necessary strategies and
measures to stop the environmental deterioration, and support the national
and the international efforts in enhancing the environmentally-sound
sustainable development in all states. The conference adopted three legally
non-binding instruments, These were: the Rio declaration for the
environment and development, that included (27) principles. The first
principle states that "human beings lie at the core of the interests relating to

sustainable development, and have the right to live a healthy and productive
life in harmony with nature",

The declaration has also reco
information, and the
and the principle tha

gnized the right to access environmental
participation in making the environmental information, 1
t the polluter pays, and the preventive approach and the |
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Summary of the Study of the environment

through four chapters. The first chapter addresseq the manner in which this
right was crysta'll}zed at the international level, The starting point of the team
was the recognition of the United Nations of the close relationship between
the environment of the human being and the extent of i enjoyment of his
puman rights that are recognized by the international instrument of human
right in the resolution of the General Assembly n0.2398 for the year 1968.
This was followed by the conference of the United Nations that was held in
Stockholm in the year 1972 relating to the rights of the environment. That
conference stressed the existence of a direct connection between the
environment and the human rights standards. The first principle that was
adopted by the conference stated “the human being has the substantial right
to freedom, equality and appropriate living conditions, in ‘an environment
whose characteristics allow a life of dignity and safety, and bears great
responsibility in protecting and improving the environment for the sake of the
present and future generations". This principle has motivated many states to
include in their constitutions a special text relating to the right to protect the

environment,

The constitutions of nearly (110) states include provisions that commit the
state to assuring sound environment for its citizens. The conference has also
emphasized that the natural resources of the universe do not include oil and
metals only, but also air, which makes it incumbent on the human being not
to damage or harm them. The conference has also laid down the rules of the
development of the international environment law, especially the principle of
legal responsibility and the non-allowance of the states to use their territories
to harm other states. (The conference) condemned all weapons of mass
destruction,

In order to embody the vision and plan of action of the Stockholm
De"laration, the United Nations established its own environment programme
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